
APPENDIX 3

Application by Jayne Hancock for Alcohol licence for Fields Lodge 
Herbrandston
 
I would have no objection to Jayne serving alcohol to bona fide residents at Fields Lodge. In 
fact, she should be able to do this 24 hours a day. 
 
BUT I do object most strongly to giving permission for the sale of alcohol to non-residents or 
for taking away. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY
Non-residents and take-away alcohol both require the ability to access the premises.

         By Car – insufficient parking at the lodge for more than the number of cars brought 
by residents. Parking would presumably be assumed to be on the opposite side of 
the main road by the school – not sure whose land this is - requiring customers to 
cross the road before and after purchasing alcohol. 

         On foot – there is no footway between Cross House (top of Herbrandston Village) 
and Middle Kilns Road. A dangerous walk in the main road is required.

 
PUBLIC NUISANCE
I am a little confused by the concepts of non-residents eating food at Fields Lodge, of food 
being taken away, and of alcohol being in connection with these activities. Is the alcohol 
licence being proposed to justify this future activity? If it is intended that people come and 
collect take food away or that a delivery driver does this, this surely would result in extra 
traffic, which, especially as early as 6.30 in the morning, would be regarded as a public 
nuisance.
 
CRIME AND DISORDER
The proposed hours are 6.30 to 24.00. 

         For residents only, I see no reason to restrict the permitted hours at all. Any activity 
will be contained within the Fields Lodge site.

         For public access, the current permitted village start time for all active licensed 
premises is 10.00. This was determined by the licensing authority (ie you). The police 
representative (Tony Davies) at the time obviously saw a valid reason to impose this 
late start time – something to do with people migrating coming from Milford when 
the pubs there are closed! I do not believe that the villagers want a licensed 
premises open to the public from 6.30 in the morning. 10.00 should be quite early 
enough for all public premises in the village. 

 
GENERAL
The application contains several ‘slip through the net’ phrases. M(a) says, ‘sale  will be 
primarily for residents …’  but then goes on to list the functions of an off-licence and a take-
away. M(b) says that ‘the primary use of the premises will be to provide food with alcohol (I 
listed the access problems earlier). Currently the primary use of the premises is as a 
‘boutique bed and breakfast’. All such phrases should be replaced by firm statements (‘x will 



be exclusively for’). An alcohol license is no place for probablys, mostlys, primarilys etc. Who 
knows what could legitimately happen then? (we shall primarily drive on the left hand side 
of the road). Easiest just to restrict to ‘residents only’. Then we shall be clear. 
 
PROTECTING CHILDREN FROM HARM 
All publicly open licensed premises in the village have a condition that under-18s may not be 
involved in the sale or supply of alcohol. This condition was imposed by the licensing 
authority (ie you). We have always assumed that this was justified by you to protect children 
from harm. This would also need to apply at Fields Lodge unless times have changed. The 
application clearly states that children will not be used for delivery, but it would also need 
to state (even for a residents only licence) that under 18s would not be involved in sale or 
supply.  
 
So, in summary:

         I would support a 24hour alcohol license for use by bona fide residents, provided all 
alcohol sales are made by over-18s

         I do not support an alcohol license for the general public. For the reasons given 
above.

 
Peter Absolon


